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 Obituaries 
Alice Ferniz 

Alice Ferniz passed 
away peacefully on 
November 28, 2018 at 
the age of 78. Beloved 
wife of Carroll H. Ferniz. 
Mother of Wyatt B. 
Stuard III (Ali), Terri 
Stuard Salinas (Ricardo), 
Steven C. Stuard, Todd D. 
Ferniz (Carol), Cynthia 
Decuir (David) and the 
late Bryan Ferniz. Sister 
of Lois Hamilton (Mike 
Constance), the late Mary 

June Hamilton Stringer and Ellen Hamilton 
Tessier. Daughter of the late Y. Z. Hamilton 
Jr. and Mary “Liz” Roegner Hamilton. Also 
survived by 14 grandchildren, 18 great-
grandchildren along with many other 
loving relatives and friends. Alice was born 
in Birmingham, Alabama and lived in 
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana for many 
years. She retired from Bell South after 31 
years of dedicated service and later worked 
for First USA Storage (formerly Belle Chasse 
Self Storage). She was a devout Christian 
and was a member of First Baptist Church of 
Belle Chasse. In lieu of flowers, donations in 
her memory may be made to the First Baptist 
Church of Belle Chasse, 8828 LA-Hwy 
23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037. Relatives and 
friends of the family attended the visitation 
and funeral services at Mothe Funeral 
Homes, 2100 Westbank Expy., Harvey, LA 
on Saturday, December 1, 2018. Interment 
in Westlawn Memorial Park. For directions 
or to view and sign the online guestbook, 
please visit www.mothefunerals.com.

Margarethe E. Jurjevich 
M a r g a r e t h e 

E. Jurjevich 
p e a c e f u l l y 
entered into 
eternal rest on 
Friday, November 
30, 2018 at the 

age of 97. Beloved wife of the late 
Leander S. Jurjevich. Daughter 
of the late Otto Reichardt and 
Katharina Schneider Reichardt. 
Loving mother of Katharina 
Jurjevich, Leander J. Jurjevich 
(Wife Lynn) and Charmian 
Jurjevich. Grandmother of Chad 
M. Buras, Todd Smith, Sabrina 
Smith and Stephanie Buras. Great 
Grandmother of Chelsey Smith, 
Seth Smith, Emmett Jack, Darius 
Jack, Dante Jack, Brandon Buras, 
Malaysia Buras, Melanie Buras and 
Christopher M. Buras. Great Great 
Grandmother of Emma Ellis and 
Lil Robbie Ellis. Sister of Renata 
Allen (Husband Jim), Anna Marie 
Reichardt and the late Charlotte 
Reichardt. Margarethe was born 
in Fulda, Germany, and was a 
lifelong resident of Plaquemines 
Parish. Family and friends are 
invited to attend the visitation and 
funeral services at Mothe Funeral 
Home, 2100 Westbank Expressway, 
Harvey, LA on Thursday, December 
6, 2018. Interment was in Metairie 
Cemetery, New Orleans, LA. Family 
and friends may offer condolences 
at www.mothefunerals.com.

Donald “Don” Laughlin 
Donald “Don” 

Laughlin passed 
away on Monday, 
November 26, 2018 
at the age of 83. 
Beloved husband of 
Margaret Marchese 

Laughlin for 60 years. Father of 
Larry Laughlin (Barbara), Jacqueline 
Strader (Kent), Scott Laughlin 
(Christina) and the late Darlene 
Laughlin Matherne. Son of the 
late Meritha and George Laughlin. 
Brother of the late Audrey O’Neal. 
Grandfather of Amber Matherne, 
Adelyn Matherne Johnston (Thor), 
Matthew Chivleatto (Sarah), Amanda 
Chivleatto Williamson (Beaux), 
Patrick, Lee, Ryan, Aiden, Ian, and 
Makaylain Laughlin. Also survived by 
5 great grandchildren. He retired from 
the Louisiana Air National Guard as 
Chief Master Sergeant. He was the 
owner of a T.V. Repair Business and 
a photographer. He was a native of 
Algiers, LA and lived in Belle Chasse, 
LA for over 40 years and was a 
resident of Alabama since Hurricane 
Katrina. Relatives and friends of the 
family attended the visitation and 
funeral mass on Thursday, December 
6, 2018 at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church, 8968 Hwy 23, 
Belle Chasse, LA. Interment in Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Cemetery. 
Family and friends may view 
and sign the online guestbook at  
www.mothefunerals.com.

Gary L. Smith 
Gary L. Smith, a resident of Linden, TN, formerly 

of Belle Chasse, LA, passed away on the morning of 
Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at his residence at the 
age of 68. Born October 27, 1950 in Washington Court 
House, OH, son of the late Marion and Josephine Butler 
Smith and husband of Catherine Vanhorn Smith. He 
worked as a boiler maker for chemical and oil companies 
in Louisiana and was one of the founding members of 
the Crossroads Church in Belle Chasse, LA. He loved to 
read books and had a passion for rescuing horses. Gary 
served in the US Marines during the Vietnam Era. In 
addition to loving his wife, he is survived by his children: 
Jason (Debra) Smith and Heather (Joey) Lusk, both of 
Belle Chasse, LA; brothers: Mike and Dan Smith, both 
of Mt. Victory, OH and Robin Smith of Indian Lake, OH; 
sister: Debbie Swartz of Big Springs, OH; grandchildren: 
Charlie and Matthew Farhenholtz, Abby, Jonas, Gareth 
an Zoey Lusk. Services for Gary will be held on Saturday, 
December 15 at Crossroads Church, 308 Avenue J, Belle 
Chasse, LA 70037, followed by visitation and sharing of 
memories.

Please send us your 
loved one’s obits.

PRAYER TO THE SACRED HEART

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved, 
adored, glorified and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever� Sacred Heart of 
Jesus have mercy on us� St� Jude, worker 
of miracles, pray for us� St� Jude, hope for 
the help, please pray for me�  MEG 

Above Board

The Plaquemines Parish School Board recognized its three outgoing members and 
two-year board president during its Dec. 3 meeting in Port Sulphur. Superintendent 
Denis Rousselle, far left, and his administrative staff presented plaques honoring, 
from right, District 3 board member Corey Arbourgh (4 years on the school 
board), District 6 board member Fran Bayhi-Martinez (board president for 2017 
and 2018), District 9 board member Chuck Soileau (eight years), and District 7 
board member Carlton LaFrance (24 years). Arbourgh is moving on to the Parish 
Council after winning the District 3 seat in the Nov. 6 election. LaFrance went to a 
run-off December 8 for the District 7 Parish Council seat. Soileau is departing due 
to work obligations. And Bayhi-Martinez ran unopposed Nov. 6 and will return to 
the school board for another four-year term.  Photo by Jason Browne

The team at Plaquemines CARE Centers has helped cut Plaquemines Parish’s suicide rate in half from 2017 to 2018. 
 Photo courtesy of Plaquemines CARE Center

Williams leads 
Hurricanes 
to new heights
The South Plaquemines High School 
boys basketball team defeated Warren 
Easton 50-46 for the first time in school 
history Nov. 29. The Hurricanes were 
led by Truce Williams (pictured) with 
16 points, 11 rebounds, 2 blocks and 
3 steals. Kevin Riley finished with 12 
points, 6 rebounds, 3 steals and 4
 assists. Keith Riley had 9 points, 6 
rebounds and 2 steals. And Xavien 
Jackson added 9 points, 6 rebounds 
and 2 blocks. On Nov. 19, Williams also 
set the school record for points in a 
game and notched the first ever triple-
double in boys basketball history when 
he tallied 43 points, 17 rebounds, 10 
steals and 5 assists in an 89-49 win over 
J.S. Clark High School.
Photo courtesy of SPHS

The Plaquemines Com-
munity CARE (Counseling, 
Assessment/Advocacy, Re-
sources, Early Intervention) 
Centers team has been com-
mended for coordinating and 
providing comprehensive ser-
vices throughout Plaquemines 
Parish that have resulted in a 
reduction in the suicide rate 
from 2017 to 2018.

In a recent meeting, Sheriff 
Jerry Turlich and his Executive 
Team commended the CARE 
Center Team for directly im-
pacting the reduction of sui-
cides in Plaquemines Parish in 
2018.  According to PPSO Sta-
tistics, Plaquemines had eight 
suicides and 29 attempted 
suicides in 2017. Following the 
implementation of a compre-
hensive program provided by 
the CARE Center, four suicides 
and 18 attempts were recorded 
in 2018. The reduction in sui-
cides occurred even though 
the number of Plaquemines 
residents with clinical suicidal 
ideations increased from 36 
in 2017 to 45 in 2018, demon-
strating that more residents 
with suicidal thoughts [DB1] 
are seeking CARE’s services. 

“The CARE Center has been 
beneficial in serving individ-
uals and families in Plaque-
mines Parish with a complete 
mental health network, which 
is instrumental in maintaining 

a high quality of life for our citi-
zens,” said Turlich.

Julie Olsen, executive direc-
tor of the Plaquemines CARE 
Center, expressed her belief 
that the statistics bear out the 
success of CARE’s services. 

“The team at the CARE 
Center has implemented a 
parish-wide comprehensive 
suicide prevention program 
that consists of education 
and awareness, screenings, 
assessments, addressing cri-
sis response, ensuring evi-

dence-based [DB2] and effec-
tive treatment, supporting care 
transitions and strengthening 
protective factors like life skills 
and resilience,” said Olsen. 
“This data indicates that the 
efforts are having an impact, 
which makes me extremely 
optimistic.”

Research indicates that ev-
ery suicide impacts the lives 
of approximately 130 people. 
Approximately 25 of those im-
pacted individuals will expe-
rience a great deal of distress 

following the suicide and will 
need services to get through 
the intense emotions. [DB3] 
One suicide does not just im-
pact one person or one family, 
it impacts the entire commu-
nity.

In 2017, Plaquemines Par-
ish’s suicide rate was almost 
triple the suicide rate of the 
state and the nation. Even 
with the reduction in suicides 
demonstrated in 2018, Plaque-
mines Parish’s suicide rate 
remains above the state and 

nation’s suicide rate. The con-
tinued provision of the current 
services by the CARE Center, 
in alignment with their partner 
agencies, may help hold the 
rate of suicides to the current 
level. The CARE Center contin-
ues to work to add additional 
team members to meet the 
need for services throughout 
the parish in the hopes of re-
ducing Plaquemines’ suicides, 
first below the state and na-
tional rate, then the eventual 
goal of zero suicides.

If you or someone you know 
could benefit from the services 
of the CARE Center, please 
call 504-393-5750.  If you have 
a mental health emergency, 
please call the Crisis Line at 
504-826-2675 or go to the near-
est hospital.[DB4] 

For more information, in-
cluding warning signs of sui-
cide and how to talk to a loved 
one about suicide, please visit 
suicidepreventionlifeline.org  
or call 1-800-273-8255.

CARE Centers report 50 percent 
drop in Plaquemines Parish suicides 

http://www.mothefunerals.com
http://www.mothefunerals.com
http://www.mothefunerals.com



